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PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC SIGNAL SYSTEM — PERTH CBD 
Statement by Minister for Transport 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [2.08 pm]: As some members may be aware, 
over the past decade a number of traffic signals in the metropolitan area have been converted from the existing 
exclusive pedestrian phases to parallel walks—that is, where pedestrians cross parallel with running traffic. This 
has improved intersection efficiency by minimising the wait time for traffic. Time savings are achieved for both 
pedestrians and motorists, as there are fewer movements that traffic signals need to cycle through, and motorists 
can proceed as soon as pedestrians have cleared the intersection. However, public feedback has shown that there 
is still some confusion about which road user has right of way and many motorists are not giving way to 
pedestrians, despite the requirement in the Road Traffic Code that motorists turning left or right at signalised 
intersections must always give way to crossing pedestrians. In addition, the public has called for improved 
infrastructure and education to reinforce to turning motorists that they must yield to pedestrians. 

To address this concern, Main Roads undertook a study and commissioned the Transport Research Laboratory to 
look at best practice driver-calming measures used around the world to reinforce the give way to pedestrians law. 
The study found that Barcelona and Spain provided the best example of how a parallel pedestrian crossing can 
work successfully by using a flashing yellow caution light. On 10 October this year, we commenced a one-
month trial of a flashing caution light at the intersection of William Street and St Georges Terrace to reinforce 
the give way to pedestrians law and improve driver behaviour. The flashing yellow caution light is mounted in 
such a position as to allow easy visibility to turning vehicles. The trial will involve before and after video study 
and on-site surveys with members of the public. If there are no issues of concern, the trial will be extended to 
four additional locations within the City of Perth. The additional sites are William Street and James Street; 
William Street and Aberdeen Street; Hay Street and Victoria Avenue; and Hay Street and Hill Street. This trial is 
a first for Australia and is just one of the measures our state government is rolling out to improve the safety and 
efficiency of our roads. 
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